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March 5, 2020
Good Afternoon Parents and Guardians,
As you know, there is concern regarding the high level of flu in our area, as well as the
potential impact of the novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). While the Governor has just
announced the first presumptive case of COVID-19 in New Jersey, in Bergen County,
officials continue to stress that immediate risk for our area remains low at this time. Fever,
coughing, and difficulty breathing are symptoms of all respiratory viruses currently
circulating in our community. Therefore, just because someone exhibits these symptoms,
does not mean they have COVID-19.
We are making district preparations based on guidance we have received through the NJ
Department of Health (NJDOH) and the NJ Department of Education (NJDOE); and will
continue to meet with local officials in the upcoming weeks to ensure we keep pace with
this evolving situation. We have taken the following steps:
1. Clarified clear channels of communication with our local health department and NJ
Department of Health (NJDOH).
2. Reviewed our district policies related to communicable disease and associated issues.
3. Increased focus on monitoring of staff and student absences through our nurses.
4. Increased nightly cleaning of door handles/push bars, etc.
Things you can do to help as parents/guardians:
1. Keep your child home if he/she is sick, especially with a fever.
2. Review and practice hand-washing techniques with your child:
-- Wash for at least twenty seconds with soap and water.
3. Encourage your child to keep unwashed hands out of his/her eyes, nose, and mouth.
4. Encourage your child to cough and sneeze into his/her sleeve, not hands.
As always, the HT School Community will work together to address the health and safety
needs of our students and staff members. You will receive additional district information
regarding this topic as needed. For general questions, you may consult the CDC website

( https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html ) or call the NJDOH Public
Hotline which is available 24 hours per day (1-800-222-1222). I have attached an
additional parent resource below that you may find helpful.
Sincerely,
Bonnie J. Edwards
Superintendent of Schools

